21sT LIECHTENSTEINER GITARRENTAGE

A Report by THERESE WASSILY SABA

Alvara Pierti and string guarfet.

HIS WAS my first visit to Liechtenstein, a small

country of just 160 square kilometres, which has
borders with Austria and Switzerland and naturally,
also my first visit to the Ligita guitar festival -
Liechtensteiner Gitarrentage - in its 21st year. It is an
ideal sized festival in that it has a relatively small
attendance but is big in terms of the artists invited;
this means a more intimate experience particularly
during the masterclasses. Alvaro Pierri, Dusan
Bogdanovic, the American lutenist Paul 0'Dette and
the flamenco guitarist Manolo Franco all gave excel-
lent evening recitals as well as masterclasses. The
unexpected performers but certainly very welcome at
Ligita, were the Gruber-Maklar guitar duo who
stepped in for the Due Melis.

Alvaro Pierri played the opening concerl with string
guartet with good quality performances of the
Castelnuovo-Tedesco quintet, Op. 143, the Giuliani
guintet, Op. 30 and for solo gultar, some movements
from the Jazz Sonating by Dulan Bogdanovic. Althaugh
this Is the annlversary year, celebrating the 25Mh
anniversary of the birth of John Dowland, the lutenist
Paul 0'Dette has just been making a recording of music
by recording the music of Francesco da Milano for
Harmania Mundi and included some of his music in his
inspiring concert as well. The concerts were held in dif-
feremt wenues each svening, so we could appreciate as
much of Liechtenstein as possible; Paul O'Dette’s con-
cert was in the perfect church setting of the Kirche

Paul or'Detie.
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Alvaro Pierri and Dnéan Bepdamovic

Classical Guitar Magazineg

oL T VIS



Christian Gruber and Peter Maklar
have been playing in duo for over 20
years and they have a very refined
musical pnderstanding between each
other and a good sense of humoor, [
thoroughly anjoyed their dramatic
parformance, which included tha
Sonata  Famtasia by  DuSan

i works by Merlz, their

llent arrangemsants of rks by

lanti, Mazart and Villa- 5. The
flamenco guitarisdt Manole Franco
performing with second guitarist
Miguel Angel Laguna, the sing

ed percussion with
Manale Framco has an

a variety of infleences and are strongly individual bt
naver mgwe too far away from the central focus of tradi-
tional flamenco.,

The guitar diup of Augustin Wiedemann and “Eosho'
iMichasl Kos harrack from the popular German
band called wheims) played lighl reperioire,
including som ) ions and some
John Dowland sung in imil: he musician “Stir
The Venezuelan ensemble called Garufa! with Lwo gui

viglin, d nd singer, formed an

; | muskcians
rformance,

] short Bpm concerts featuring various
performers such a5 the Lebanese 'vd plaver and guiarist

Manalp Franco and his flamenco ensembie.

Mahmowd Turkmanl, who teaches the ¢ al gultar and
‘vl CArabic lute) at the Conservatorium in Bern; he
|.'|=EI'-'I':Ij Improvised Arable music on the ‘ud, which were
wery anjavable and improvisations ln a madern tlamen-
his tlamenca guitar, which was not sa iiter-
esting. Dufan Hogdano ood leciure-
recital talking about hit own ; s fuitar,
ing a tew sole pleces and then playing a dud Imgrovisa-
tion with Alvaro Pierri — they have a very good music a
understanding, 5o the resill was a good conversation
Via music, The young British dug of Tom Ellis and Layra
Snowden, wha had won the dug competition at the fes-
tival, played pisces by Antoine de Lhover and by the
Awstralian guilaristicomposer Phillip Howghton; and
the young Mexican guitarist Oman Kaminsky, who won

The juwry of the competition (from Ieff): Brigitte Faczek, Tomasz Zawiervcha.
Anders Miolin, Stefan Hack! amd Dieter Kreidler (Head of Jory ).
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Walter Wilrdinger conducting the archesira,

etlthon played this concert as

part of his prize,

50 had the pleasure of hearing the | ensembde

5 I':rzlr'l and Gerhard Leitner playing falk
ith Mich ]

Fillinger on do at bath & Gpm cokcert and

] ey were joimed by

Liglta
ayary ]
Guitar fr 5 are mot open 1o
the public but there 16 competitors In the first
round. The four finalists were Eduvard Leata from
Romania, Anton Baranov from Russia, Jodo Carlos Victor
flves from Brazil and Damien Lancelle from France. The

Minister Or, Mavro Pedrazzinl giving the First Prize
fo Jodo Carlos Vietar Alves,
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winner of the Tth Ligita Inte onal Guitar
Competition was Jodo Carlos Victor Alves from Brazil;
second Prize went to Damien Lancelle; and the Third
Prize was shared by Eduard Leata and Anton Baranoy.
Part of the First Prize was a quitar by the Japanese gii-
tar-maker Yukchi Imail.
T sclipdied the German guitarist D

Foreldler who has il neany quitar {utor
young players, the P tarist Tomasz Zawier

at the ne .Jva. Etuti_ 'Ll|":1r|1'-1'.rr| "Llrl':r'rl.'

| l|-J|t...| .J‘IIIJ reseant hu .JruJ
nusic, Anders | "'Ilu ]

Yurichi Imai with Jado Carlos Victor Alves.




Almast everyons!

wears at the University of Music and the Performing AHs in
Vienna, the German guitarist AugiEtin Wiedemann, gui-
tarist amd compeser Michael Buchrainer, Mahnioisd
Tukmani, Manoks Franco, and Walter Wiledinger, wha also
condiscted the daily guitar orchestm sessions, Every marn-
ing al Fam there was a warm-up sassion for the festival par-
ticipanis — each day with a different teacher, so thal they
coukd experience different guitarists’ approach o warming-
.

Guitar-makers had a strong presence during the festival,
not onfy in the foyer exhibitéon throughowl the weak bat also
several performance sessions were organised, so that we
coubd get an [dea of how each guitar sounded on the concert
platform. The guitar-makers including Yulchi Imal {the
Gruber-Makiar Duo played on his guitars), Coert Claws Volgt,
Karl Heinz-Rimmich, Marlo Gropg, Kolva Panhuyzen, Pepe
Toldo, Morbert Hammerer, Dennis Tolz, Johannes Schenk,
Matthias Tilzer, Gabriel Martin and Matthias Hennlg. The
wall-stocked Trekel misic shop was open throughout the fes-
tival.

The 22nd Liechtenstelner Gitarrentage will be from 5-12
July 2014, The guest artists include: David Russell, SoloDuo,
Alvarg Pierri, Roland Dyens, Pablo Margue:, Leon
Koudelak, Manolo Franco and his flamenca ensemble, Han
Jokers, Walter Wilrdinger and Stefan Hackl, The Festival
is directad by Michael Buchrainer and Elmar Gangl with the
imvaluable support of the Liechiensteiner Gitarrenzirkel:
the president Rila Kieber-Beck, working Logether wilh
Johamna Moser, Waller Kieber, Albert Kindle, Manfred
Birdermann and Martha Marzek.

www ligita.li

retsonly com
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Stephen Raphael Marchione
Houston Texas, USA
www.marchione.oom
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